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Calculation of the AAF for CoC certification is based on the Forest Products Turnover (FPT).  

 

For a newly founded company that has not yet completed a full fiscal year and therefore 

cannot provide the required Forest Products Turnover to determine the AAF, a value of 

"100.000 USD" shall be entered in the “Forest Products Turnover” field in the FSC Certification 

Database and the “Revenue” field is left blank. The Forest Products Turnover shall be updated 

at the following annual audit.  

 

In the case of an existing company that has been purchased by another legal entity and 

has not yet completed the first fiscal year, the same rule applies as for a newly founded 

company and the value "100,000 USD" is entered in the “Forest Products Turnover” field in 

the FSC Certification Database and the “Revenue” field is left blank. The Forest Products 

Turnover shall be updated at the following annual audit.  

 

All newly certified companies are expected to comply immediately with providing the exact 

Forest Products Turnover data. 

 

The following steps and Table 1 shall be applicable to the determination of AAF chargeable on 

CoC certification (for single site certification omit steps a) and b): 

 

a) Determine the exact Forest Products Turnover of each individual site.  

b) Calculate the aggregate Forest Products Turnover for all sites by adding together the values 

from step a.  

c) Look up the AAF Class and AAF Class Minimum Turnover in Table 1 below, according to the 

Forest Products Turnover (Column 2). For example, AAF Class Minimum Turnover for Class 

1 is “0”, for Class 2 1 Million USD and so on.  

d) Derive the Excess Turnover as follows: 
 

𝐸𝑥𝑐𝑒𝑠𝑠 𝑇𝑢𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟 = 𝐹𝑜𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑡 𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑑𝑢𝑐𝑡𝑠 𝑇𝑢𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟 − 𝐴𝐴𝐹 𝐶𝑙𝑎𝑠𝑠 𝑀𝑖𝑛𝑖𝑚𝑢𝑚 𝑇𝑢𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟 
 

e) Look up the Base Fee and Variable Fee in Table 1 below according to whether the 

certification is for a Processor or Trader.  

f) Use the Base Fee, Variable Fee and Excess Turnover values to calculate the final AAF using 

the following formula:  

 

𝐴𝐴𝐹 = 𝐵𝑎𝑠𝑒 𝐹𝑒𝑒 + (𝐸𝑥𝑐𝑒𝑠𝑠 𝑇𝑢𝑟𝑛𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟 / $1,000,000 × 𝑉𝑎𝑟𝑖𝑎𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝐹𝑒𝑒) 
 

NOTE: The value of 1,000,000 USD in the formula is a fixed number applicable to all AAF classes and is 

not linked to the AAF Class Minimum Turnover. 

 

g) Round up the final AAF amount to the nearest USD. If this final amount is below the 

Minimum AAF specified below, the Minimum AAF figure will be charged.   

  

Annual Administration Fee 

 

1. FSC® - Annual Administration Fee (AAF) for Chain of Custody (CoC) 
in Dollar  

  

http://www.qualityaustria.com/
mailto:office@qualityaustria.com


 
 

 

No.: RE_27_01_080e Edition: 2023/01 Page 2 of 4 
 

Customer Service Center: A-4020 Linz, Am Winterhafen 1 

Phone: +43 732 34 23 22, Fax: +43 732 34 23 23, 

www.qualityaustria.com E-Mail: office@qualityaustria.com Created: Sattler Reviewed: Dick Released: Stöhrmann 

Table 1*. AAF for Processor and Trader Certification (in USD). Variable fees charged per USD 

1 million in Forest Products Turnover above the minimum turnover within that Class. 

*table 2 according FSC-POL-20-005 V3-2 

 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column6 

Class 
Forest Products 
Turnover (USD) 

Processor 

Base (USD) 

Processor 
Variable 

(USD) 

Trader Base 
(USD) 

Trader 
Variable 

(USD) 

1 0 – 1 Million 0,00 568,70 0,00 170.61 

2 >1 - 5 Million 569,00 186,12 171,00 55.84 

3 >5 - 25 Million 1,314.00 77,55 395,00 23.27 

4 >25 - 100 Million 2,865.00 31,02 861,00 9.31 

5 >100 - 500 Million 5,192.00 18,61 1,560.00 5.58 

6 >500 -2.000 Million 12,636.00 15,51 3,792.00 4.65 

7 > 2.000 Million 35,901.00 12,93 10,767.00 3.88 

 

EXAMPLE: A processor with a Forest Products Turnover of USD 6,234,567 would be in AAF 

Class 3 (> 5 - 25 Million. USD), for which the Base AAF is 1,314 USD and the Variable Fee is 

77.55 USD per Million USD. The final AAF would thus be calculated in two steps as follows:  

 

Excess Turnover = $6,234,567 − $5,000,000= $1,234,567 

 

AAF= $1,314 + ($1,234,567 / $1,000,000 × $77.55) = $1,314 + $95.74 = $1,410 

 

The Minimum AAF is 83 USD per year for Processor or Trader Certification.  

The Forest Products Turnover (FPT) shall be reviewed and updated at each annual audit. 

The information in the FSC Certification Database, as per the values on the determination 

date, is used to calculate the respective AAF for quarterly invoices from FSC to CBs.  

If Quality Austria detects in an audit that the Forest Products Turnover and/or Revenue 

entered in the FSC Certification Database is misstated, Quality Austria shall inform FSC 

via email without undue delay.  

For Project Certification, Clause 2.4 ff and Clause 5.5 of FSC-POL-20-005 (current version) shall be 

applied.  
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2. Right of use - Quality Austria 

The right to use the qualityaustria Evidence of Conformity and conformity marks includes: 

 the initial issuance of qualityaustria certificates and/or Evidence of Conformity 

 the 12-month right to use the Evidence of Conformity and the conformity mark for 

commercial purposes, in particular for advertising and building confidence among 

business partners and the public. 

 

Employees Usage fee in € 

until February 28, 

2023 

Usage fee in € 

from March 1, 2023 

1-50 € 400,- € 430,- 

>51 € 800,- € 850,- 

 
 

3. Audit Cost 

 

The cost of FSC® certification are estimated on the basis of the expectable effort for audit 

planning, conduct of the audit and audit documentation. Furthermore, these costs are based 

on the minimum time guideline, taking into account the complexity of the organization 

(number of employees, number of sites, products, processes etc.). 

 

If a client organization is interested in FSC® certification, it will receive an individual detailed 

offer for the initial certification, including a five-year cycle (surveillance audits), after 

completion of the data record sheet. 

In addition to the cost stated in the offer, we are obliged by FSC International to invoice the 

annual FSC AAF charges (see Clause 1), which will then be forwarded to FSC Global 

Development. These fees are accounted in the offer and usually change once a year as a result 

of inflation adjustments. 

 

Please understand that due to the increasing number of logo releases Quality Austria has to 

adjust the cost of trademark releases.  

 

Number of Trademark releases Fee in € 

< 5 free of charge 

6 - 10 75,-- 

11 - 50 150,-- 

51 - 100 300,-- 

101 - 200 600,-- 

201 - 400 900,-- 

401 - 600 1.200,-- 

601 - 800 1.500,-- 

801 - 1.000 1.800,-- 

1.001 - 1.200 2.100,-- 

> 1.200 2.400,-- 

 

 

The cost for logo releases will be accounted at the end of the respective calendar year, based 

on the number of releases issued. 
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The company can also carry out the trademark release itself after fulfilling the requirements 

for trademark use management. In this case, the auditor must calculate additional time for 

increasing the sample. 

 

Other applicable documents to the offer are the qualityaustria GTCs and the FSC® product 

regulation, in the respective current version. 

 

The qualityaustria pricing policy can be requested from the Customer Service Center 

(office@qualityaustria.com). 

 

 

4. Terms and Definitions 

Base Fee: The Base Fee is the minimum AAF charged for a certification in each AAF class (refer to the calculation steps and 

Table 2 for more information) 

Excess Turnover: Excess Turnover is the amount by which the CH’s Forest Products Turnover exceeds the AAF Class Minimum 

Turnover (refer to calculation steps and Table 2 for more information). 

Variable Fee: A Variable Fee is the amount of additional AAF, over and above the Base Fee, based on the Excess Turnover for 

that CH in that AAF Class, expressed as the AAF due in USD per million USD of Excess Turnover (refer to the calculation steps 

and Table 2 for more information). 

Forest Product Turnover: 

a) The Revenue of all certified and uncertified forest products; 

b) the Revenue of all products containing wood or fiber components including forest-based reclaimed materials, regardless of the 

percentage. 

NOTE 1: Forest Products refers to wood products, pulp and paper products, and non-timber forest products as per FSC-STD-40-

004a. 

NOTE 2: Forest Products Turnover does not refer to 100% non-forest products companies might produce. 

NOTE 3: Forest Products Turnover does not refer to related services that a CH may provide to another organization. The related 

services a CH receives under an outsourcing agreement, that contribute to adding value of the product are already inherently 

included in the Forest Products Turnover figure and do not need to be incorporated in addition to the value. 

Revenue: Revenue means the total revenue of an organization derived from the provision of goods and services, less trade 

discounts, VAT, and any other Taxes based on this Revenue. This is also less intracompany sales (i.e. after any consolidation 

where a financial group is existing).Revenue refers to the most recently completed fiscal year and is the exact number to the 

nearest whole USD. The conversion rate upon entering the data into the FSC Certification Database is the respective rate on the 

date of the CH’s fiscal year-end as per the mid-market rate on OANDA. 

NOTE1: The Revenue figure includes the Revenue from all certified and uncertified products that an organization produces 

irrespective of the fact whether they include forest-based material or not. 

NOTE 2: Intracompany sales mean the sales within one specific certification only, including the sales within a multi-site certification. 
Sales from one CH to another CH (even if within the same corporate group) and sales made within a group between group members 
are not considered intracompany. 
 

Minimum AAF: The Minimum AAF is the minimum amount of AAF that is charged on Processor or Trader certification 
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